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Beyond the Lights (Gina Prince-Bythewood, 2014; 116 minutes)

Writer: Gina Prince-Bythewoood
Producers: Stephanie Allain, Reggie Rock Bythewood, Ryan Kavanaugh, Amar’e Stoudemire
Cinematography: Tami Reiker
Editor: Terilyn A. Shropshire
Production Design: Cecilia Montiel
Costume Design: Shandra Hernandez
Set Decoration: Lori Mazuer
Original music: Mark Isham

Abstract (adapted from box cover):

Noni Jean is a hot new artist who has just won a Billboard Music Award and is primed for super-stardom, but the pressures of success compel her to suicidal despair. She is saved by a young police officer, Kaz Nicol, who has political ambitions. Drawn to each other, Noni and Kaz fall fast and hard, despite the protests of those around them who urge them to put their career ambitions ahead of their romance. But ultimately, Noni summons the courage to find her own voice.
Cast:

Noni (Gugu Mbatha-Raw)

Kaz (Nate Parker)


Macy Jean (Minnie Driver)

Kid Culprit (Machine Gun Kelly, as Richard Colson MGK Baker)
Captain Nicol (Danny Glover)

Quentin (Darryl Stephens)

April (Elaine Tan)


Jonas (Isaac Keys)


Liam King (Tyler Christopher)

Jesse Soria (Benito Martinez)

J Stanley (Aisha Hinds)

Noni-age 10 (India Jean-Jacques)

Felicia (Deidrie Henry)

Estelle

Sean Anderson

Irving Whitlow

Rocsi Diaz

Debra Lee


Roland Martin

Mark Ridley Thomas

Chaka Khan

Amar'e Stoudemire

Don Lemon

Gayle King

DeAndre Jordan

James Hardy

Ashley Hamilton 

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How does Prince-Bythewood examine the pop music industry through feminist and postcolonial gazes in Beyond the Lights? Does her approach differ from the feminist and postcolonial gazes in Chocolat, Girlhood, Belle, etc., and if so, how?

2.  How does Beyond the Lights compare to counter-cinema sites of black female spectatorship like Born in Flames, Reassemblage, Nice Coloured Girls? Other films we’ve studied this term? Discuss examples from the films that compare and contrast the approaches of each film.
3.  How do The Watermelon Woman, Belle, Girlhood, When Night is Falling, and Beyond the Lights compare as sites of black female spectatorship? Find examples from the films and readings to support your points.
4.  How does Beyond the Lights compare to other coming-of-age/coming-to-selfhood films we’ve seen: Hide and Seek, Girlhood, The Virgin Suicides, Mustang, Diary of a Teenage Girl, Cleo from 5 to 7, and others? Give examples to support your observations.
